
Arthur 
Wharton: 

goalkeeper 

and the first 

professional 
black 

footballER

Carolus linnaeus, the 
18th century Swedish 
botanist, was the first 
to create a typology 
of human beings.

Linnaeus believed people 
could change, but his 
ideas became the basis for 
racist thinking amongst 
notable philosophers...

Not surprisingly racist 
ideas like these affected 
the way black footballers 
were viewed and treated. 
They were regular subject 
to racist abuse and 
having their achievements 
undermined or overlooked.

In 1954 Gordon 
AlLport produced 
his classic book  
‘The nature of 
Prejudice’. He defined 
prejudice as...

Walter Tull: 
Professional 
footballer and 
the first ever 
black British army 
officer, died in WW1.

...including Voltaire
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RACE at the 

ROVERS
Part 1 – Racism: The Early Years

Early pioneers in football



Ron Atkinson with 

Laurie Cunningham, 

Cyrille Regis & 

Brendon Batson

Black players were expected to deal with 
racism themselves – they couldn’t expect 
support from their own team mates.

It wasn’t just about overt 
behaviour. When Bob PaislEY, 
celebrated Liverpool manager was 
asked why there was no black 
players on his team, he replied...

A sinister note sent to Cyrille Regis after Ron 
Greenwood handed him his England debut in 1982.

george berry
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Part 2 – Racism: Post 1960s

In the late 70’s, things begin to change...

Bobby 
Robson

The managers change

Ro
n G

reen
wood

The preferred fruit of known racists.



The fans fight back 
and create anti-
racist fanzines.

Nevin criticises the Chelsea 
fans for racially abusing 
their own black players.

As captain of Wimbledon, 
Vinnie Jones said “If any 
black player is abused, 
it’s something the 
whole team respond to.”

The Commission for 
Racial Equality and 
the Professional 
Footballers’ Association 
(PFA) create what is now 
known as Kick it out.

Kevin Ratcliffe, former 
Everton player, becomes 
the first manager to be 
found guilty of racial 
discrimination.

The last to change are 
the authorities and media. 
Abuse John Barnes received 
as an England player is 
dismissed as “good natured 
banter” by John Motson.

In 2004, the British media are finally appalled 
by racism. They criticise Spanish fans for their 
abuse of black English players. Ironically 
they reported racism from foreigners but 
not in the domestic game.

Today, the media concentrate 
almost exclusively on 
hostile acts of racism 
as if over-reacting 
today overcomes their 
complacency in the past.
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Part 3: Today

The fans repel The players unite

Pat 
Nevin

vinnie 
jones

Campaigns start

John 
Barnes

The law is enforced



Today, teams are more diverse than ever, 
with 25% of players being black.

But racism has changed 
and psychologists 
distinguish between 
old-fashioned and 
modern prejudice.

However, hardly any coaches are black because 
of the ‘old boys network’ and stereotypes 
that black players can’t make good coaches.

Our analysis reveals that fewer 
black players get made captain. They 
are seen as being less capable as 
leaders, even on the pitch.

It’s not just about players and coaches. Our analysis revealED 
that in the Premier League in 2015, there were hardly any 
minorities (excluding owners) in key leadership roles.

The racism that was present in the 19th century 
is still prevalent, but like a virus, it has evolved. We think  

it’s all  
over...

It isn’t yet!
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